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learnt from Schlumper that the singing master's hopes
of finding Marie employment were unlikely to materialise,
and knew that Marie was in very straitened circumstances
and in urgent need of paid employment. Mociusko
wondered if he had now a chance to help her. It was
a ticklish problem. Marie was so refined, but she was
also so anxious to earn money. Would she consent to
work in the New Art Theatre? Vronsky would treat
her all right, but would she agree to appear undraped ?
" There was one girl who might have passed muster,"
Vronsky continued, " but she had a fool of a mother,
who kicked up such a row because her daughter's only
covering would be a flesh-coloured wisp or a girdle of
vine leaves, that I got Stanin to turn the pair out."
It was just like Boris to get Stanin, the stage-manager,
to do his dirty work, Otto reflected. Anxious to pacify
Vronsky, however, and still more anxious to assist
Marie Drayton, Mociusko ventured to make a suggestion,
" There's an English girl I know who might suit you.
She's a lady, respectable and all that sort of thing, so,
of course, I've never had any chance to inspect her figure
closely, but she's well-built, and I know she's had stage
experience."
" Oh," said Vronsky, " what more can you tell me
about her ? "
Manlike, Otto hated to discuss with a stranger his
Ideal woman. He would have liked to place Marie
and her affairs in a post-box of which he alone possessed
the key. Still, in his desire to secure her employ-
ment that would keep her in Grafburg, Otto
acted as assistant surgeon while Boris, with professional
skill, dissected the image of Marie Drayton.
e* She sounds worth interviewing," Boris remarked.
** Interview" was the euphemistic designation applied
by Vronsky, to his critical scrutiny of each girl who,
aspiring to a role in the New Art Company, was obliged
to appear undressed before him.